PORTSMOUTH CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK
Minutes of meeting held on 9.9.09

Present: Barbara, Sue, Chris, Mike, Alan, Aakash, John, Rebecca, Matt, Angus, Rob
The minutes of the meeting held on 10.8.09 were accepted.

Matters arising:

Yes Men. Several PCAN members had attended the premiere in Southampton and given out leaflets
VESTAS

Alan reported that Vestas were getting involved with Charter Schools. A leading councillor on the IOW was asking SEEDA not to use tax-payers’ money to fund R&D for Vestas. Further action planned for this week.

Response to Portsmouth Climate Strategy. This was now on the PCC website and in Flagship. We had invited Jasmine Fletcher and Cllr Caroline Scott to a PCAN meeting so that we could find out more about what was planned but they had not yet confirmed
Cycle path, Alan and John reported on their meeting with Gerald Vernon-Jackson at the Green Fair. They had argued that the response to the consultation about cycling on the sea-front was flawed and the suggestion for a path behind the chevron parking was dangerous. In fact the chevron parking was badly designed. The Cycle Forum are planning a public meeting probably 24/11. Plans for the seafront path not yet in the public domain. 
PCC Carbon reduction plan

We had obtained plans after the meeting. John suggested getting onto the neighbourhood network mailing.

Good to write to PCC and ask about their signing up to the 10:10 campaign. (www.1010uk.org) Currently promising 30% cuts from 2007/8 levels by 2013/14 so 10% in 2010 should be achievable? Eastleigh and W Sussex have signed up.
Community First

Mike drew our attention to the AGM of the former PCCS on 22/9 as he thought it would be a good opportunity to get the green message out to local voluntary groups. We need to be linked into this group in any case.
Green Fair

This had been very successful with about 60 stalls and a good attendance. Not all talks attracted an audience though. The Age of Stupid was quite well attended.
Some good feedback from stall-holders.

Jasmine and Gerald Vernon Jackson seemed happy so presumably funding might be available for 2010. Arguments for choosing term times when students around and could be easier to get children involved.

Chris and Sue could really have done with more help especially when setting up.

Could be more practical activities and hands on equipment etc.

Could expand into Victoria Park??

Barbara’s activities for children not very well used. Probably better to have a marquee outside

Good to have people with flyers/programmes at entrance to encourage attendance at talks and films.

Paul had put some good photos onto the website and Rob had produced a short film which was on YouTube
Copenhagen

Important to get people talking about this and signing up to come to the Wave (thousands of people encircling Parliament on 5/9). Chris Price was going to be booking a bus and we needed to organise a workshop to make blue banners etc. See SCC website.
Alan mentioned David Miliband’s current tour and increasing pessimism that an effective deal will be met. How much consensus is there about targets to meet? 

We needed to build up momentum. Public meetings? Stalls/Press coverage? Stop Climate Chaos and Campaign against Climate Change had offered to send speakers to local meetings to talk about action around Copenhagen and the march and Sue would talk to Aakash about organising an open meeting at the university. (Aakash would be going to Copenhagen). 
We would be getting 500 flyers from SCC plus posters 

New materials

With a grant from Greener Communities and design work by Christine and Gerry Hinde, we had now got a banner for tables, a pull-up banner plus new membership leaflets and the newsletter we used at the Green Fair. Obviously these would all be really helpful when we did stalls but we could also leave displays up for people to take leaflets and ideas would be welcome. 

The Great Persuasion/One World Week

Sue distributed flyers for the One World event on 18/10 which would include a workshop ion climate change. Susan Barry of Christian Aid had suggested action around 18/10 – writing to MPs and candidates around UN day for the Eradication of Poverty and using Big Ben post boxes. We could do this at the OWW event 
350 ppm
Hansen and others have been arguing that this is highest safe level of CO2 before tipping mechanisms come into play. We are already higher than this and the levels are rising by about 2 ppm each year
See http://www.350.org/about.

Aakash would like to see a major event on the global day of action 24th October. Maybe 350 people forming an image in Guildhall Square? 109 countries are already taking part.
24/10 is also UN Day
Sue and Aakash would meet and circulate some ideas.

It would be useful to look further into different targets for emission cuts and strategies for reducing the amount already in the atmosphere.

Aakash also mentioned the green fingers initiative http://www.mygreenfinger.org/ 
Developments

Sue had ordered copies of Developments magazine which was all about climate change but they arrived too late for the Fair. Aakash would use them at the Freshers’ Fair.

Climate Swoop

Several members had been to the London Climate Camp and found it a very positive experience, fortunately with minimal police interference this time. Chris mentioned the next climate camp plan http://www.climatecamp.org.uk/actions/climate-swoop-2009
Veolia

Angus Geddes from the Portsmouth Network for a Just Settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict told us about their campaign to stop Veolia from running tramway and bus links to illegal settlements in Palestine in breach of the Geneva Convention

The ‘De-rail Veolia’ campaign is directed at local authorities asking them to cancel contracts for waste management etc. Their contract for rubbish collection in Portsmouth is coming up for renewal so there is an opportunity to be effective. Veolia have already lost huge contracts in places like Stockholm, Melbourne and Birmingham. If you’d like more information contact Angus Geddes  at angus*geddes59.freeserve.co.uk (replace asterisk)
Dates for future Meetings

Wed 7 Oct
Thurs 12 Nov

Both in Portsmouth Guildhall 7.30 pm.
